
��������	
��
�	�
������		���������� �

An old man walked up a shore littered 
with thousands of starfish, beached and 

dying after a storm.  

A young child was picking them up and 
flinging them back into the ocean.  

“Why do you bother?” the old man 
asked. “You’re not saving enough          

to make a difference.”  

The child picked up another starfish and 
sent it sailing back to the water.  

“Made a difference to that one.” she said. 
 

It is easy to be discouraged by the statistics about the plight of children in 
Louisiana.  We rank 49th overall of the 50 states, in six key measures of 
child well-being, according to the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s  2009 
KIDS COUNT Data Book, a state-by-state study on the well-being of    
children. Louisiana’s current rates in various categories include: 

· 11.4% of all births are classified as low-birthweight babies  

· The infant mortality rate is 9.9 deaths per 100,000 children 

· 12% of teens age 16-19, are not in school and not working 

· 40% of Louisiana children live in a family where neither parent 
has full-time, year-round employment 

· 27% of Louisiana children live in poverty, and 

· 42% of children live in single parent families. 

The proposals that the foundation receives corroborate these statistics, 
plus add many more of their own:  the number of children who are not  
reading at grade level – or sometimes not reading at all, the number of 
youth who drop out of school or have run–ins with the law, the rates of 
teen pregnancy or abused children. 

However, our grantees don’t just lament the problems,  they provide     
services  and programs that change the statistics for individual children, 
whose lives will be impacted forever. 

It is truly inspiring to see the programs that we support in  
action, and to read their reports of significant achieve-
ments for the youth that they serve.  We applaud their       
efforts and acknowledge their success. 
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GPOA's investment in S.J. Green Charter School allows a combined 
effort of three programs: a tutoring supervisor coordinates the          
volunteer tutors, an expanded afterschool program provided by New        
Orleans Outreach  offers more than 40 different afterschool             
enrichment classes, and the Victories in Service mentoring program 
for boys age 4-8  combines character-building and baseball.  

The Young Leadership Council offers a program where volunteers 
help high school students  with applying to college and for financial aid 
– and the students are being accepted at colleges.  

Bard College  offers a program for high-risk, high potential high school     
students. It provides college-credit courses, taught by contracted college 
professors, in high schools. Students who participate learn that they do have 
‘what it takes.’ Volunteers with the Young Leadership Council  help        
students apply for financial aid and to colleges. 

Our GPOA Scholars  program provides tuition assistance for students at five 
area parochial schools: St. Augustine High School, St. Mary’s High 
School, Jesuit High School, De La Salle High School , and Cabrini High 
School . 

The Center for Development and Learning  provides training and 
“kits” for  teachers to learn creative strategies for dealing with children 
with learning differences. TREE has developed a curriculum which 
makes “Lost Treasures” learning both educational and fun. KIPP New 
Orleans Schools  provided a school support center. 

Sojourner Truth Academy ,  New Orleans College Prep , and the   
Intercultural Charter School focused on literacy remediation – and 
proved that children can leap ahead in their reading levels with the  
necessary assistance. The Foundation for Science and Math      
Education used our support for their summer student internship      
program in area hospitals and technology programs. 

Grace Child Care Center serves many Spanish speaking children and 
needed to maintain bi-lingual teachers. Each One Save One provides   
mentors to students in their schools. 

NOCCA and the Greater New Orleans Youth Orchestra  give evidence 
that allowing children to excel in music and art can also change the          
trajectory of their lives.  

Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities’ Prime Time Reading Program brings 
families into the practice of reading with their children. Their story-tellers teach model 
the joy of reading aloud, and the books they choose relate to themes of courage and 
hope. Plus, everyone gets a library card! STAIR and Tulane’s For the Children involve 
volunteers as literacy tutors, and have remarkable results. The NOPLAY program run   
by the Youth Empowerment Project proves that even youth who have dropped out of 
school can learn to read and pass the GED . 

Liberty’s Kitchen gives at-risk youth both job training and the opportunity to work in 
their popular restaurant. The youth leave the program with new life skills, pro-work     
attitudes, and employment in the hospitality field. 
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Inspection of Records: 
A detailed listing of the GPOA Foundation’s investments is filed annually, not later than April 15th, with the Internal Revenue Service (Form 990-PF), a 
copy of which is available for inspection by appointment at the Foundation’s office during business hours. 

Grantmaking Statistics 2009: 
 

During the 2009 grant year, 45 grants to organizati ons 
were approved by the GPOA Foundation. The amount 
awarded in 2009 was $530,000. During 2009, GPOA 
Foundation received 89 concept papers and invited 64  
full applications requesting $1,875,437 of funding. 70.3% 
of the organizations submitting full  proposals received 
some or all of the requested funds.  

The average grant award was $11,777 . Grant awards 
ranged from $2,500 to $50,000. All grants made were     
to nonprofit organizations in Orleans and Jefferson     
Parishes. 

Ochsner Health System trains pediatricians to be part of the literacy effort. They give 
preschoolers a new book while examining them – and see how they are doing develop-
mentally at the same time.   

Operation Reach just developed a state-of-the-art child development center called the 
Knowledge Garden, which will also serve as a source of earned income for their other 
programs. 

St. Michael’s Special School and  St. George’s Episcopal School use foundation 
funds for speech pathologists to assist student development. 

We supported financial literacy programs through the Capstone Program at Junior 
Achievement of Greater New Orleans .   

Summer and afterschool programs were conducted by Kingsley House ,     
Carrollton Avenue Church of Christ, New Orleans   P olice and Justice 
Foundation - Cops for Kids, Volunteers of America GNO and the Liberty City 
Community Development Corporation keep children safe and learning       
interactive during the summer months. 

Sports for Kids brings physical recreation into the classroom and playground. 
Parkway Partners helps schools develop Sow And Grow Schoolyard gardens, 
which teach both good nutrition and how nurturing something will help it grow. 

Good mental health and social skills help children be successful. Raintree Services 
teaches conflict resolution skills, the Children’s Bureau of New Orleans deploys a 
school social worker, and St. Mary’s High School employs a mental health counselor 
with the foundation’s support. The Chartwell Consortium Special Education        
Assistance and Development Center ensures that students with autism are      
transported for inclusion services and therapy. 

Our largest grant in 2009 was to Teach for America , which trains and supports      
recent college graduates as teachers in area schools.  We were impressed with how 
many of these young people from all over the nation choose to stay in New Orleans 
after completing their TFA assignment and become full-time teachers, school and 
nonprofit leaders, and part of the renaissance of our city. 



History:  

From 1855 until 1979, the German Protestant Orphan Asylum provided care for orphans and            
neglected children through its facility called the State Street Children’s Home, located in uptown New 
Orleans. The initial concerns that we addressed were those of children who were orphaned from     
epidemics, or whose mothers were widowed during the Civil or World Wars. The State Street         
Children’s Home provided the children with a place to live, food, educational opportunities and         
vocational training. Times changed, however, and in 1979 the children’s home was closed and funds 
from the sale of the property were invested to create a grantmaking foundation. Our mission now is to 
support programs that serve children in Louisiana. 

Priorities:  

· Children are prepared for academic success, particularly in basic skills. 

· Children are nurtured in a family which understands and responds to their developmental needs. 

· Children learn useful vocational and life skills for adulthood. 

· Children participate in community activities that expand their horizons and provide positive role 
models. 

Our focus is on metro New Orleans and our top priority is education. 

 

Officers:     
J. Gary Haller, President  G. Price Crane, Treasurer  Barbara C. MacPhee, Trustee 
Charles B. Mayer, Vice President  Ralph C. Cox, Jr., Trustee   Charles N. Monsted, III, Trustee  
Walter C. Flower, III, Secretary Paul Haygood, Trustee  Camille Jones Strachan, Trustee  
     
Management: (provided through a contract with ResourceWorks) 
Lisa M. Kaichen, Foundation Manager 
Susan Delle Shaffette, Program Officer 
 
Accountant:  
Donald Darcé 
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P.O. Box 158 
Mandeville, Louisiana 70470-0158 
Office Phone:  504-895-2361  OR  985-674-5328  
E-Mail:  gpoafoundation@aol.com 
www.gpoafoundation.org 
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